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When we turn from the central or main type and look
at the ugly head which is placed before the seated figure
of the god, we see there another reason for recognizing
the heathen character of the type. This head has been
identified by some with that of Bes, a figure often found
among Phoenician terra-cotta remains. Bes is also said
to have been frequently seen on the prows of the Phoe-
nician galleys. Another interpretation of this head has
been suggested, viz. that it is the figure of a headland
called Osoi) TrpowTrov, a spur of the hills of Lebanon near
the coast, mentioned by Strabo (xvi. 2. 15) : " contiguous
to Tripolis is Theoprosopon, where the mountain Libanus
terminates;" and further on:" Tripolis has its designation
from the fact of its consisting of three cities, Tyre, Sidon,
and Aradus." The headland, which bore the form of a
face, may be perhaps signified by the massive-looking
head on the coin in which we are interested, and if this,
is thought a right or probable signification of the head,
then it would be a sign of the city Sidon, and go to
show that those are right who regard the coin as minted
in that city. This interpretation of the type cannot be
held by those who regard the coin as having been issued
from Gaza.

M. Babelon regards it as probably issued from Gaza
on account of the head being attributed to Bes.

There is still another possible interpretation of the
head, viz. that it represents the goddess of the Phoenicians
who was called Teneth, nan, or Pen Baal, hyz js (cf. p. 441,
Corpiw inscr. Bern., Nos. 416-420). Pen Baal was the
wife of Baal, cf. 37; and Text-look of North Semitic
Inscriptions, Eev. G. A. Cooke. But the head on the
coin is so like that of Bes that the attribution to Teneth
is not so likely to be correct.